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Downsville Elementary
N2681 460th Street
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Knapp Elementary
110 South Street
Knapp, WI 54749
(715) 665-2131

Menomonie High School
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Menomonie Middle School
920 21st Street South
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Oaklawn Elementary
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River Heights Elementary
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‘Wakanda Elementary
801 Pine Avenue East
Menomonie, WI 54751
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FEBRUARY 8, 2021, RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION
OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE MENOMONIE AREA
MENOMONIE, WISCONSIN

A Resolution Calling for Termination of Voucher School Funding from Public Education Funds.

WHEREAS, a private religious school in the School District of Menomonie Area has recently become
a voucher school. And said school has taken $64,368 from School District funds in the 2019-20 school
year, and $182,600 from the School District in 2020-21 school year;

WHEREAS, the taxpayers of the School District of the Menomonie Area are being penalized by
having their public education tax dollars go to a private religious school, and are doubly penalized by
having their property taxes raised the following year to reimburse the District for the missing funds;

WHEREAS, the School District of the Menomonie area lost $351,718 during the 2020-21 school year
to the statewide voucher program, and similar amounts in previous years, which means the School
District has lost millions dollars of funding to the statewide voucher program over many school years;

WHEREAS, funding private religious schools with public taxpayer monies, violates the principle of
Separation of Church and State;

WHEREAS, Wisconsin Association of School Board resolution states that “the WASB strongly
opposes the use of state or federal taxpayer dollars to subsidize nonpublic schools or nonpublic
students/parents through a system of vouchers, scholarship tax credits, tuition tax credits or deduction
plans or other similar arrangements. All publicly funded schools, including private schools receiving
voucher funding, must have the exact same accountability and transparency standards and requirements.
The WASB opposes the current voucher funding mechanism, under which taxpayer-financed vouchers
are provided to private schools through deducting state aid from public school districts. This harms the
majority of Wisconsin’s students by diminishing resources available for public schools or requiring
school boards to raise local property taxes to compensate for the lost aid. Creating two publicly supported
education systems threatens the sustainability of public school districts. The WASB supports legislation
to require property tax bills to include information from the school district in which the property is
located regarding the dollar amount (and percentage change) of the net reduction in state aid, if any, to the
school district between the current year and the previous year as a result of pupils enrolled in statewide
voucher schools.”

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the School Board of the School District of the
Menomonie Area calls upon the Wisconsin State Legislature to end the funding of private voucher
schools with public education funds.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Board of Education for the School District of the Menomonic Area,
has executed this resolution this 8th day of February, 2021.

“The School District of the Menomonie Area, by embracing the unique needs and using the strengths of our diverse community, is dedicated to
preparing ALL students to become lifelong learners, caring individuals, and responsible citizens.”



