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Resolution Recommending Funding to Assist School District Compliance With Act 31

Whereas Act 31 is the required state law mandating instruction on history, culture and tribal sovereignty
of the eleven (11) federally-recognized Indigenous tribes in Wisconsin at least twice in elementary years
and once in secondary years; and

Whereas Act 31 originated from the misunderstanding surrounding tribal treaty rights, history, culture,
tribal sovereignty and political status and from the social unrest surrounding the 1983 Voigt decision; and

Whereas state and tribal leaders sought to provide students with accurate, academically appropriate
education to combat societal misunderstanding and social unrest with Act 31 legislation; and

Whereas a lack of Act 31 compliance exists today; and Whereas the lack of compliance with Act 31
contributes to a continued misunderstanding of Indigenous history, treaty rights, culture, sovereignty,
political status and the enduring existence of the eleven (11) federally-recognized Wisconsin tribes today;
and

Whereas this misunderstanding impacts human relations; and Whereas the Wisconsin Code of Ethics for
public officials declares that high moral and ethical standards among public officials are essential; and

Whereas school boards have a legal and ethical obligation to ensure district compliance with the law; and

Whereas some school districts may struggle to meet the educational requirements of Act 31 due to a lack
of resources and materials;

Whereas the Wisconsin Association of School Boards (hereinafter, “WASB”) supports the principle that
the primary objective for student assessment is to improve student achievement and that districts should
measure competency through performance assessment measures;

Now, therefore BE IT RESOLVED that:

1) The WASB calls upon its member boards to recognize their responsibilities and fulfill the
requirements of Act 31; and

2) the WASB supports initiatives that promote increased student academic competency regarding
Act 31; and

3) the WASB supports legislation that would provide funding to better enable Wisconsin public
school districts meet this mandate;

4) the WASB urges Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction to develop an audit process to
ensure Act 31 requirements are met.



Rationale:

Failure to comply with Act 31 leads to ongoing misunderstandings regarding First Nations people in

Wisconsin and their continued existence and rights in society. These misunderstandings contribute to

cross-cultural conflict. Menomonie Area School District has students transfer from districts throughout

the state and must ensure that our students have the necessary understanding required by Act 31.
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